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2 Days Lake Kivu Getaway 
City tour of Rubavu & Ibere rya Bigogwe – Cow experience 

 

Awe -inspiring journeys 
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Lake Kivu Highlights 

•  Lake Kivu is situated between the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda, it is 2370km2 in size almost 

10% of Rwanda's surface area. 

• The restful shores of Lake Kivu provide a great place for swimming, sunbathing and water sports activities. 

The most developed of the three resort towns, Gisenyi, is 3 hour’s drive by car from Kigali and has colonial architecture, attractive 

palm-lined sandy beach and crystal waters. 

•  Drawn in by the sweet waters of the lake, the birdlife of Lake Kivu is also prolific with kingfishers, pelicans 

and cranes all gracing its shores. 

  Day 1: KIGALI – GISENYI/LAKE KIVU (04h00 drive) City Tour  

08h00: Pick up by your driver guide and have a leisurely scenic drive to Lake Kivu & Gisenyi via Musanze. 

There will be a brief toilet break en route. Arrive at 11h30 and check in at your hotel. Lunch will follow later. This afternoon, 

you will have a guided city tour of Gisenyi city. This will include DRC/Rwanda border (grand barrier). Recently, 

there was a volcanic eruption and you will get to see some lava. We will not cross over.  

Later, return to the hotel for dinner and an overnight stay. 
 

KIVU HILLTOP VIEW HOTEL & RESORT (HB: Lunch, Bed & Breakfast) 

  Day 2: GISENYI Ibere rya Bigogwe – Cow experience (45 minutes drive) – KIGALI (3h00 drive)  
 

You will have breakfast at the hotel. 07h00: Set off for Bigogwe. Arrive and start your activity.Duration: 3 hours: 

1. Meet at the office on the main road at the Rubavu-Nyabihu Border 

Your guide will meet you at the Ibere rya Bigogwe office on the main road. 

The office is easily located by the arch which marks the border between Rubavu and Nyabihu Districts. 

2. Travel to the farms 

After meeting your guide you will travel to the green pastures of Ibere rya Bigogwe where the cows graze. 

The same way as locals in the area, you will travel on the back of a motorbike to the farms. The views of the landscape are 

breathtaking as you leave the main road behind and travel up the hills. A photo stop is usually made at one of the best view points.. 



 

 

 

 

 

3. Meet the cows and watch them grazing 

Once you reach the farms, your guide will introduce you to the cows and cowboys. You will dress in a colorful shuka or rumbiya, 

the traditional attire of cattle keepers and get a Inkoni, a stick carried by all cattle keepers. Learn about the history of the green hills of Bigogwe, 

stories about cows and the traditional Rwandan life connected to cows. The hills at the farms are some of most lush and green hills in Africa. 

Spend some time with the cows and cowboys in this peaceful setting 

4. Take the cows to drink water 

The cows need lots of water. Twice daily they make their way to the river for a drink. Join the cowboys and use your inkoni (stick) and gentle 

whistles to move the cows down to the river for a drink. Watch the cowboys as the sing and whistle for the cows as they drink. 

 

5. Milking the cows and tasting of fresh milk 

Milking in Bigogwe is done by hands in traditional cans or ibyansi like inkongoro in wood, and Ingare made in bamboo. Get a lesson in milking 

by hand by the cowboys and try milking on your own. After milking you will taste the special “Bigogwe Cappuccino” as fresh as it gets straight 

from the cows. 

6. Cowboy games 

The cowboys spend their life watching the cows. While the cows graze the cowboys have lots of free time. Many games and traditions have been 

invented by the cowboys. The most common games are URUKIRAMENDE or high jump, Kunyobanwa or stick fighting and Igisoro, a traditional game 

played with dried seeds on a wooden board. Watch the cowboys master these games and try on your own. 

7. Traditional songs for the cows 

When the cows rest after eating and milking, the cowboys sing to them. These traditional songs are called Kwivugira inka and have been passed on 

for generations. The songs repeat the names of the cows and include stories from legendary cows. 

8. Making of traditional ghee 

Leave the farms by motobike (or car if you have your own). Watch the traditional way women make Ikimuri or ghee by hand. Ikimuri is traditionally 

made by moving a large calabash or Igisabo back and forth. Learn how it is done and try making your own Ikimuri. 

Once done, proceed to Kigali. Lunch stop will be en route at Musanze. 

Continue drive to arrive after 3 hours. Drop off at your hotel. 

 

We wrap up our services now. May your tour be an adventure of a lifetime!



 

 

 

 

2024 Net Rates Kivu Hilltop View Hotel & Resort 

2 persons each in a double/twin US$ 870 

4 persons each in a double/twin US$ 665 

6 persons each in a double/twin US$ 595 

 

 
Inclusions: 
• Private transfers to and from Lake Kivu 

• Accommodation on full board basis in Lake kivu 

• Private use of minivan or prado for the entire tour 

• Services of a professional, experienced English speaking driver guide 

• Bottled mineral water per person/day in the vehicle 

• All activities and extra meals mentioned in the itinerary 

• Emergency Medical Evacuation Services 

• Our assistance 

Exclusions 
• Optional extras whilst in Kivu 

• drinks throughout the trip except water in the vehicle. 

• Tips and gratuities (this is at your discretion) 

• Personal expenses such as telephone calls, mini bar, porter-age, travel insurance, etc. 

 

Extra info / What to bring 
• Hiking Shoes 

• Sweater & wind/rainproof jacket 

• The sun can be strong bring a hat & sunscreen 

• Personal expenses such as telephone calls, mini bar, porter-age, travel insurance, etc. 

Includes 
• Walking stick (Inkoni) 

• Shuka / rumbiya 

Fitness level 
This activity requires that you can walk 1 km / 0.5 miles over uneven and sometimes steep terrain 


